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guise, or with less flourishing of trumpets. Yet we can assure 
our readers that such a work could not have been wrought for 
the cause of piety, without years of the most patient toil and ab- 
struse research, without an intimate converse, not only with the 
Hebrew, but all its cognate dialects, a diligent study of Asiatic 
geography and archaeology, the consultation of a vast range of 
authorities both ancient and modern, a close investigation of the 
genius and purpose of each of the several authors, and a careful 
comparison of text with text, and author with author, to clear 
up doubtful etymologies and constructions. Nor is this all. 
These critical labors would have been clothed by a merely Ori- 
ental scholar in a crude, inelegant and unattractive form. In 
this case, however, the English style evinces singular purity, 
dignity, and beauty, and indicates the most careful elaboration, 
by a mind no less conversant with the treasures and capabilities 
of its native language, than familiar with the mysteries of an- 
cient philology. 



5. — Political Hermeneutics, or an Essay on Political Inter- 
pretation and Construction, and also on Precedents. By 
Francis Lieber, Professor of History in South Carolina 
College. Boston. Charles C. Little & James Brown. 
1837. 8vo. 

This little treatise, we understand, forms a portion of a forth- 
coming work by Dr. Lieber on Political Ethics. It was origi- 
nally published in the pages of the "American Jurist," and has 
since made its appearance in the present shape. We salute it 
as the avant-courier of that important work to which Dr. Lie- 
ber has devoted so much time, and which, if we may rely upon 
the favorable report of those who have been permitted to peruse 
some of its pages, is calculated to reflect honor upon the coun- 
try, and to advance greatly the science of polities. The editors 
of the " American Jurist," in the short preface with which they 
have introduced the Essay on Hermeneutics, take the opportu- 
nity of presenting a bird's-eye view of the large work, of which 
this forms a part. It appears that Political Ethics, in the view 
of the author, comprehends the subject of morality, and of the 
rights and duties of citizens, with regard to the various institu- 
tions, which enter into the great element, the State ; in brief, it 
comprehends that vast body of political relations, which cannot 
be determined by strict law, and which have never before been 
classified and considered as a whole. Questions, like the fol- 
lowing, are proposed and attempted to be determined ; what is 
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a party ; can a free nation exist without parties ; has a free 
country ever existed without parties ; if not, what should be the 
objects of a party ; how far shall the citizen act with a party ; 
when must he leave it ; when does a party become a faction ? 
Or, should a citizen always vote ; when shall he not ; how shall 
he vote when subjects are pending which he cannot understand 1 

It became necessary for the author, in order to proceed with 
perfect clearness in the body of the work, to settle the true mean- 
ing of " the State," and all that is connected with this absorbing 
subject, as sovereignty, government, public power, people, ma- 
jority, minority, and the much vexed topic of the origin of the 
State. This portion of his inquiries is represented as highly 
interesting, and as reflecting new light on a dark subject. Upon 
the whole work, our contemporaries of the "American Jurist" 
have remarked, that it is at once original in design, and pro- 
found in execution, with apt political reflections and a fertility 
of illustration from every source of learning. 

The present Essay will have a particular value for the lawyer, 
but will also be interesting to the general reader. It consti- 
tutes the most comprehensive collection of the rules and princi- 
ples which govern interpretation and construction, with which 
we. are acquainted. These rules and principles are skilfully 
arranged, and illustrated by a great variety of examples from 
history, law, and the affairs of life. The examples and illustra- 
tions are printed in a small type, and form a sort of subordinate 
text. This is a common way of printing manuals in Germany ; 
the change of type being thought to afford facilities for study, 
as it brings out, by a sort of relief, the principal text. 



6. — An Oration pronounced before the Society of Phi Beta 
Kappa, at New Haven, August \5th, 1837. By Horace 
Bushnell, New Haven, Herrick &, Noyes. 8vo. pp. 27. 

Mr. Bushnell's discourse is full of noble thought, hap- 
pily expressed. His subject is, the principles of national great- 
ness. In discussing them, he takes occasion to point out the 
defects in the prevailing systems of political economy, and to 
show that the accumulation of wealth ought not to be the prin- 
cipal object in national legislation. He attempts to sketch the 
outlines of a science more adequate to the whole subject, than 
the science of political economy, and to point out what further 
sources of greatness ought to be embraced within it. To the 
questions, What does it belong to the civil State to pursue 1 



